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B-3492 - B-3504 1842-1880/1872
143-103 E. Cross St. (South side)/ 124-126 Weber St. (North side)
Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The south side of the 100 block of E. Cross St. is one of the most
interesting blocks in the southern section of Federal Hill, containing as
it does almost every variety of house type built in the area between the
1840's and the 1880's. At 139-143 E. Cross St., at the eastern end of the
block, there is a row of late Victorian style, two story, two bay wide brick
houses with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. The houses, which sit on high
basements, with basement kitchens, were built just before 1880. To the west,
at 137 E. Cross St. there is a similar two story, two bay wide brick house with
shed roof, but with no extant roof cornice, built about the same time. 135 and 133 E.
Cross St.have been torn down, but at 131 E. Cross there is a two and a half story,
two bay wide, late Federal style brick house located next to a pair of similar
two and a half story frame houses at 127-129 E. Cross St. The survival of a
frame house in this section of the city is quite unusual. All three houses seem
to have been built in the 1840's or 1850's. Continuing west, one encounters a
pair of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses at 123-125 E. Cross St.,
built about 1850; a late Victorian style, two story, three bay wide brick house
with shed roof and bracketed cornice at 121 E. Cross St., an 1880's remodeling
of an original 1840's house; and, at 117-119 E. Cross St., a pair of originally
two story, two bay wide gable-roofed houses built in the mid 1840's, one of which
(117) has since been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof
and bracketed cornice. At 113-115 E. Cross St. there is another pair of two
story plus attic brick houses, built in the mid 1840's by John S. Gittings, and
at 111 E. Cross St. there is a two story, two bay wide gable-roofed house built
by Gittings in the early 1850's. Further west, at 109 E. Cross St. there is
yet another two story plus attic house, followed by a pair of two and a half
story, two bay wide, late Federal style brick houses at 105-107 E. Cross St.,
and then another two story plus attic house at 103 E. Cross St. The four latterly
described houses were all built in the early 1840's by William Addison, a local
house carpenter. At 124-126 Weber St., there is a pair of two story, two bay
wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in 1872 by Charles
and Augustus Weber, leaders of the German community in Baltimore at this time.
The houses are the only survivors of an original row of such houses built along
the north side of Weber St. at this time.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of two story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed
cornices are the second structures to occupy this site, replacing a row of
two story, gable roofed houses sometime in the 1870's.

The houses are two stories in height, 11 1/2' wide, and occupy lots 51 1/2'
deep. Each house has a one story high, one bay deep frame rear addition and a
second story, one bay wide and deep frame bathroom addition that projects out
over the rear yard (located in the westernmost bay, whereas the one story addition
is located in the easternmost bay). The houses are constructed in running bond.
The shed roof is capped by a wooden cornice consisting of a deeply projecting
crown molding set above panels decorated with scroll-sawed motifs and bordered
by a row of spaced, quarter-round carvings and a lower molding strip. Three
carved wooden brackets per house support the cornice and connect it to a lower
molding strip. The brick freize area thus formed is punctuated by two scroll-
sawed ventilating panels per house. Each house has a hooded chimney located
along both the ftont and rear szctions of the west side of the house.

All of the door and window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels
with scroll-sawed tympanums. The sills are wood. All of the window openings
are filled with the original 2/2 double hung sash. 139 and 141 Cross St. have
modern flush doors and 143 Cross has a modern six panel door. All of the doors
are set beneath single light transoms. The houses sit on high basements, the
entrances being reached by six wood steps each, set parallel to the street.

Each house has a rectangular basement opening located to the right of the steps,
and a door set below street level, leading to the basement, located directly
under the front door.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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William J, Cole?

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This group of houses is representative of a large group of such two story,
Victorian style houses built in the 1870's andl880's in this section of Federal Hill
(particularly to the north-east along Riverside Ave. and Cross and Grindall Sts.)
to accomodate the rapidly growing number of workers (many of whom were recent
immigrants) employed in the nearby shipyards, packing plants, and factories located

along the waterfront east of Covington St.

These houses are notable for their small

scale, yet decorative amenities such as the elaborately scroll-sawed exterior cornice,

which could easily be manufactured by machine.

This type of house was usually rented.

The houses are two rooms deep with the kitchen located in the basement, with an

.ntrance leading from the street at the front of the house.

The wooden stairs set

parallel to the street probably represent the original type of stairs used in these

houses.

The houses seem to have been built by William J. Cole, an attorney, who held
the lot located at the south-west corner of William and Cross Sts., first in trust from
Catherine Drake, widow of William Drake who had obtained the Eroperty in 1824, and

then (from Catherine Drake's death in 1850) on his own right.

In 1883 the three

houses were sold in a court case involving Cole to an absentee landlord.2
William Drake was a ropemaker and grocer, who lived across the street on the north-west
corner of William and Cross Sts. in the late 1820's, 1830's.3

lBaltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 329, Folio 361; ED 99, Folio 412

21bid., Liber RTA 987, Folio 5

3Baltimore City Directory, 1829, 1833, 1840-1
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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139-143 E. Cross Street
Block 0951 Lot 017-015
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3492 139-143 E. Cross St.
— M.E.H. 5/79
North elevation






B-3492 143 E. Cross St.
- M.E.H. 5/79
North elevation



